
Vincent Van-Gogh

March 30 1853 – July 29 1890 

a Dutch post-Impressionist painter  

whose work had a far-reaching 
influence on 20th century art for its 
vivid colors and emotional impact. 

He suffered from anxiety and mental 
illness throughout his life and died,    
at the age of 37. 

under appreciated during his lifetime 

his fame grew in the years after his 
death.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-Impressionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anxiety
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mental_illness


Today, Vangogh is widely regarded as 
one of history's greatest painters and 
an important contributor to the 
foundations of modern art.  

Most of his works were produced 
during his final two years.  

He produced more than 2,000 artworks, 
consisting of around 900 paintings and 
1,100 drawings and sketches.  

Today many of his pieces—including his 
numerous self portraits, landscapes, 
portraits and sunflowers—are among 
the world's most recognizable and 
expensive works of art.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_art
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-portraits_by_Vincent_van_Gogh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portraits_by_Vincent_van_Gogh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunflowers_%28series_of_paintings%29


Vangogh was a very poor 
artist 

its was said that he only sold 
ONE painting during his life 
time 

His brother often gave him 
money for food, but Vangogh 
would choose to buy more 
paint instead! 

Notice the BRIGHT colors 
used and the strong 
BRUSHSTROKES!



Vangogh’s bedroom, notice the CHAIR from the previous picture?



Some of you may have heard 
about the story of Vangogh 
cutting off his ear! 

The official version about van 
Gogh's legendary act of harm 
is that he had severed his left 
ear lobe with a razor blade. 
shortly before Christmas 
1888. 

Bleeding heavily, Van Gogh 
then wrapped it in cloth, 
walked to a nearby 
girlfriend’s house  and 
presented the severed ear to 
her. She fainted when he 
handed it to her! 

Other’s say he got in a fight 
with another artist, Paul 
Gauguin, and the cutting of 
the ear was an accident from 
the fight. 

Either way...there are several 
paintings of VanGogh with a 
bandaged ear.

http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory?id=4271043


•VanGogh became very famous for his use of brushstrokes. Notice the strong 
movement in the fields.  

•He also painted very heavy and used a THICK amount of paint per canvas.



This an an older piece of artwork BEFORE he Found his true style. 

The older style was much darker. You can still see some of his 
brushstrokes 



Let’s Talk Art!

How was this work made? (what materials) 

Is there anything “special” about how the 
artist used the materials? 

Can you tell WHERE the artist is from by 
looking at the painting? or what time period 
the artist was from?



Starry Night



Let’s Talk Art!

What makes this artist special? 

Can you tell if the artist is in a certain art 
style (abstract?, impressionism?, cubism?)  

What is the subject matter of this painting?



Starry Night



Let’s Talk Art!

What do YOU like about this work? 

What stands out to you? Where does your eye 
go first? 

What are the shapes or colors you see?



Starry Night



Let’s Talk Art!

why do you think the artist made this picture? 

Would YOU like to own this piece of artwork? 

What is your overall impression of this 
piece?



Starry Night



Let’s Make Art!

Have you ever tried to show the 
brushstrokes in your paintings? 

Today let’s paint a picture of the sky and try 
to make it look like a windy day! 

Try to leave brushstrokes, try to show 
movement!


