
Norman Rockwell

February 3, 1894 – November 8, 1978 

a 20th-century American painter and 
illustrator 

His works enjoy a broad popular 
appeal in the United States for their 
reflection of American culture.  

Rockwell is most famous for the 
cover illustrations of everyday life 
scenarios he created for The 
Saturday Evening Post magazine for 
more than four decades.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Saturday_Evening_Post


Norman was born in    
New York City 

Transferred from high 
school to the Chase 
Art School at the age 
of 14. 

He then went on to the 
National Academy of 
Design and finally to 
the Art Students 
League. 

In1913, the 19 year-
old Rockwell became 
the art editor for 
Boys' Life, published 
by the Boy Scouts of 
America, a post he held 
for three years (1913–
1916). As part of that 
position, he painted 
several of the covers

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Academy_of_Design
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Students_League_of_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boys%27_Life
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During World War I, he 
tried to enlist into the 
U.S. Navy but was refused 
entry because, at 6 feet 
tall and 140 pounds, he 
was eight pounds 
underweight.  

To compensate, he spent 
one night gorging himself 
on bananas, liquids and 
doughnuts, and weighed 
enough to enlist the next 
day! 

However, he was given the 
role of a military artist 
and did not see any action 
during his tour of duty.



Rockwell's family moved to New 
Rochelle, New York when Norman 
was 21 years old  

There he shared a studio with the 
cartoonist Clyde Forsythe, who 
worked for The Saturday Evening 
Post.  

With Forsythe's help, he submitted 
his first successful cover painting 
to the Post in 1916, Mother's Day 
Off (published on May 20).  

He followed that success with 
Circus Barker and Strongman, 
Gramps at the Plate, Redhead Loves 
Hatty Perkins, People in a Theatre 
Balcony and Man Playing Santa.  

Rockwell was published eight times 
total on the Post cover within the 
first twelve months. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Rochelle,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartoonist


Norman Rockwell 
published a total of 
323 original covers 
for The Saturday 
Evening Post. 

over 47 years. 



Here’s a photo on the left of one of the sailor’s posing for Mr. Rockwell to paint. 
You can see how he was a realistic  painter. 

He also has a great way of ADDING humor to his work. 



What is funny about this picture?



After his first married 
ended he moved to 
california to spend time 
with his old friend, 
Clyde Froesythe. 

There he painted some of 
his best-known Doctor 
paintings. 

While there he met and 
married schoolteacher 
Mary Barstow.  

The couple returned to 
New York shortly after 
their marriage.



Notice again the choices he made, the changes he made from the photo to the 
painting. 

What did he choose to eliminate? Why? .....What did he add and why?



Let’s Talk Art!

How was this work made? (what materials) 

Is there anything “special” about how the 
artist used the materials? 

Can you tell WHERE the artist is from by 
looking at the painting? or what time frame? 

Can you tell the SIZE of this painting?



Doctor and the Doll



Let’s Talk Art!

What makes this artist special? 

Can you tell if the artist is in a certain art 
style (abstract?, impressionism?, cubism?)  

What is the subject matter of this painting?



Doctor and the Doll



Let’s Talk Art!

What do YOU like about this work? 

What stands out to you? Where does your eye 
go first? 

What are the shapes or colors you see?



Doctor and the Doll



Let’s Talk Art!

why do you think the artist made this picture? 

Would YOU like to own this piece of artwork? 

What is your overall impression of this 
piece?



Doctor and the Doll



Let’s Make Art!

Have any of you seen a norman Rockwell 
painting? 

He draws very realistic which can be hard to 
do, and he often puts HUMOR in work. 

What are “popular” images or traditions for 
you?   

Could you draw thanksgiving at your house? 
or another tradition?)           


