
Claude Monet

November 14 1840 – December 5 1926 

Born in Paris and at a young age 
moved to Le Harve 

was a founder of French 
impressionist painting 

His father wanted him to go into the 
family grocery business, but Monet 
wanted to become an artist. His 
mother was a singer 

On 1 April 1851, Monet entered Le 
Havre secondary school of the arts. 
Locals knew him well for his 
charcoal caricatures, which he 
would sell for ten to twenty francs

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impressionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franc


Early work - Woman in the garden

Monet started to 
“loosen” up his style 
from other realistic 
painters 

He began to paint a 
tree or flowers by 
tapping his brush to 
give the “idea” of 
leaves or flowers. 

He wasn’t worried 
about painting every 
Flower “realistically”



Early work - Jardin à Sainte-Adresse 

Notice how LOOSE the 
flowers are painted 

They are just dabs of 
color! 

Is there anyone who 
doesn’t think they are 
flowers?



Later Works of Art - 
Woman with Parasol

Notice the artwork  is getting 
looser 

The colors are lighter 

the angle, looking up makes 
the painting more interesting 

The woman’s face is not 
important as an impressionist 

This woman could be anyone, 
the artist doesn’t need to 
feel like they are painting 
ONE specific person



Monet titled this piece - Impression 

Art Critics “Used” the title to sum up this STYLE and therefore call Monet and 
similar artists from that time period -IMPRESSIONISTS 



time of day studies

Monet became interest 
in how COLOR would 
change according to 
the time of day! 

He began to paint the 
same subject again and 
again BUT at different 
times of the day to see 
HOW the color might 
change 

Think about a sunrise? 
what colors shine on 
your house in the 
morning that aren’t 
there in the 
afternoon?



Look at the 
colors Monet 
used. 

What time of day 
would you guess 
it is? 

Have you been 
somewhere 
where you felt 
like the lighting 
was similar?



Look at the 
colors Monet 
used. 

What time of day 
would you guess 
it is?



Look at the 
colors Monet 
used. 

What time of day 
would you guess 
it is?



Look at the 
colors Monet 
used. 

What time of day 
would you guess 
it is?



Look at the 
colors Monet 
used. 

What time of day 
would you guess 
it is?



Answers....
The Cathedral pictures went in order with the 
time of day... 

Morning - foggy, misty 

Mid-Morning - warming up 

Noon 

Mid-Afternoon - sun hitting the 
church 

Late-Afternoon - sun starting to go 



Let’s Talk Art!

How was this work made? (what materials) 

Is there anything “special” about how the 
artist used the materials? 

Can you tell WHEN or WHERE the artist is 
from by looking at the painting? 

Can you tell the SIZE of this painting?



Water Lilies



Let’s Talk Art!

What makes this artist special? 

Can you tell if the artist is in a certain art 
style (abstract?, impressionism?, cubism?)  

What is the subject matter of this painting?



Water Lilies



Let’s Talk Art!

What do YOU like about this work? 

What stands out to you? Where does your eye 
go first? 

What are the shapes or colors you see?



Water Lilies



Let’s Talk Art!

why do you think the artist made this picture? 

Would YOU like to own this piece of artwork? 

What is your overall impression of this 
piece?



Water Lilies



Let’s Make Art!

Have any of you ever seen a MONET painting 
in Pittsburgh? (we have a waterlilies at the carnegie museum!) 

Look how big this paper is.... 

Its the SIZE of the Monet painting at our 
Pittsburgh museum 

Try and create a waterlily for the painting 
and we will ADD all of them together onto 
this piece of paper!!!  (wow monet was a busy painter!!)


