
Georges Seurat

December 2, 1859 – March 29, 
1891 

French Post Impressionist 

He is noted for his innovative 
use of drawing media and for 
devising a technique of painting 
known as pointillism 

Often worked in large scale

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pointillism


Seurat was born into a 
wealthy family in Paris, 
France. 

Georges Seurat first studied 
art with Justin Lequien, a 
sculptor 

After his painting was 
rejected by the Paris Salon, 
Seurat turned away from such 
establishments, and worked 
with the independent artists 
of Paris instead. 

Seurat was a POST-
IMPRESSIONIST, which means 
he was after artists like 
Monet, and Cassatt. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Justin_Lequien&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sculptor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salon_de_Paris


Seurat enjoyed working in a style called POINTILLISM. 

Pointillism means to tap the brush again and again on the canvas 
creating little dots. These little dots tightly together start to fill up 
the canvas to make you see “browns, “reds” , etc...



Seurat enjoyed the concept of mixing color.  
But wanted to let YOUR EYES do the blending! 





Can you see the tiny dots?



Let’s Talk Art!

How was this work made? (what materials) 

Is there anything “special” about how the 
artist used the materials? 

Can you tell WHERE the artist is from by 
looking at the painting? or a TIME PERIOD?





Let’s Talk Art!

What makes this artist special? 

Can you tell if the artist is in a certain art 
style (abstract?, impressionism?, cubism?)  

What is the subject matter of this painting?





Let’s Talk Art!

What do YOU like about this work? 

What stands out to you? Where does your eye 
go first? 

What are the shapes or colors you see?





Let’s Talk Art!

why do you think the artist made this picture? 

Would YOU like to own this piece of artwork? 

What is your overall impression of this 
piece?





Let’s Make Art!

Have you ever made a pointillism painting 
with tiny tiny dots? 

What could we use to recreate the idea of 
pointillism?.....how about M&M’s!!!



Do you think the artist used 
models? 

This is a modern day 
photograph of how the 
models may have stood to 
give Seurat an idea of 
placement for this canvas. 

Do you know where this 
painting is today?.....Chicago


