
Salvador Dali

May 11, 1904 – January 23, 1989 

Spanish Surrealist 

Born in Figueres Spain



Dali went to drawing school 
at a young age. 

He learned about Modern 
Artists at an early age and 
really liked their style. 

Dali’s father put all of Dali’s 
charcoal paintings together 
and created his first “show” 
in their our house!



Dali was a SURREALIST 

A surrealist is a painter that works in an abstract style and often 
paints in a DREAM style or creates images or settings that would 
never happen in our world



His painterly skills are 
often attributed to the 
influence of Renaissance 
masters 

Dalí attributed his "love of 
everything that is gilded 
and excessive, my passion 
for luxury and my love of 
oriental clothes 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painterly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance






Let’s Talk Art!

How was this work made? (what materials) 

Is there anything “special” about how the 
artist used the materials? 

Can you tell WHERE the artist is from by 
looking at the painting? or a TIME PERIOD?



Persistence ofMemory - 1931



Let’s Talk Art!

What makes this artist special? 

Can you tell if the artist is in a certain art 
style (abstract?, impressionism?, cubism?)  

What is the subject matter of this painting?



Persistence ofMemory - 1931



Let’s Talk Art!

What do YOU like about this work? 

What stands out to you? Where does your eye 
go first? 

What are the shapes or colors you see?



Persistence ofMemory - 1931



Let’s Talk Art!

why do you think the artist made this picture? 

Would YOU like to own this piece of artwork? 

What is your overall impression of this 
piece?



Persistence ofMemory - 1931



Let’s Make Art!

Have any of you ever seen or of Dali’s pieces? 
the “persistence of Memory” is actually a 
very small canvas! 

What are things you dream about?                 

Have you ever tried to draw from your 
dreams?


