
Hokusai

Katsushika Hokusai (葛飾 北斎) 

Lived from October 31, 1760             
– May 10, 1849 

 was a Japanese artist 

Self-portrait to the right......



• Hokusai began painting 
around the age of six 

•possibly learning the art 
from his father, who was a  
mirrors maker and also 
included the painting of 
designs around the mirrors 

•At the age of 12, he was 
sent by his father to work 
in a bookshop  -where 
reading books made from 
wood-cut blocks was a 
popular entertainment for 
the middle and upper 
classes 

•At 14, he became an 
apprentice to a wood-carver 



•Hokusai was a painter and printer. He usually made his artwork on 
silk paper.





Let’s Talk Art!

How was this work made? (what materials) 

Is there anything “special” about how the artist 
used the materials? 

Can you tell WHERE the artist is from by 
looking at the painting? or what time period the 
artist was from?



The Wave



Let’s Talk Art!

What makes this artist special? 

This painting was called The Great Wave...if this 
painting was made before the camera, how do you 
think he researched waves?



The Wave



Let’s Talk Art!

why do you think the artist made this picture? 

Would YOU like to own this piece of artwork? 

What is your overall impression of this piece?



The Wave



Let’s Make Art!

Have you noticed how Japanese artist’s 
sign their artwork? 

Back in the ERA of Hokusai it was quite 
popular for artists to sign their 
artwork with different names.  

Hokusai was known to have signed over 
30 different names!  

Let’s make a japanese signature for you!


