
Dale Chihuly

born September 20, 1941

is an American glass sculptor and entrepreneur.

His works are considered unique to the field of 
blown glass, "moving it into the realm of large-
scale sculpture," 

Chihuly uses it as the primary medium for 
installations and environmental artwork.

working with glass forms can be difficult yet that 
his main choice of materials

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glass_art


born in Tacoma, Washington, 

he received a bachelor of arts degree in interior 
design. While at the University of Washington, 

 he received a Master of Science in sculpture 
from the University of Wisconsin–Madison

 while Chihuly was in England, he was 
involved in a head-on car accident during 
which he flew through the windshield. His face 
was severely cut by glass and he was blinded 
in his left eye. 

After recovering, he continued to blow glass 
until he dislocated his right shoulder in a 1979 
bodysurfing accident. No longer able to hold 
the glass blowing pipe, he hired others to do 
the work.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tacoma,_Washington
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interior_design
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Wisconsin%E2%80%93Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodysurfing


Once Chihuly was able to step out of being the MAKER he had a better VISION 
for what should be created and able to help with the problem-solving to make it 
happen. 

Here you can see the glass is HOT, and you can use paddles to tap it  and mold it 
while it is still soft.



Chihuly had a great eye for COLOR and SHAPE - using BALLS and SNAKE-LIKE SHAPES 
This is a boat on water filled with all of his glass ideas creating ONE sculpture!



• This sculpture is made of 
hundreds and Hundreds of 
curved pieces of blown hollow 
glass. 

• Can you see the SIZE of this 
sculpture? 

• Look at the Trees to the 
right...This sculpture is 
massive! 

• If you would like to see a 
Chihuly sculpture we have 
several in the Phipps 
Conservatory...Have any of 
you ever been there? 



• Chihuly had a vision for making glass look light and floating.





Let’s Talk Art!

How was this work made? (what materials) 

Is there anything “special” about how the artist 
used the materials?





Let’s Talk Art!

What makes this artist special? 

Can you tell if the artist is in a certain art 
style (abstract?, impressionism?, cubism?)  

What is the subject matter?





Let’s Talk Art!

What do YOU like about this work? 

What stands out to you? Where does your eye go 
first? 

What are the shapes or colors you see?





Let’s Talk Art!

why do you think the artist made this sculpture? 

Would YOU like to own this piece of artwork? 

What is your overall impression of this Artist?



Let’s Make Art!

If you were on Chihuly’s team....what would you 
design for him to make next? 

What kind of shapes would you draw? What kind 
of colors would you use? 

How BIG would you make your sculpture?


